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Module Aims:

The aim of this module is to introduce moral and legal theory as a foundation for constructing
an argument in a health and social context. Develop an understanding of key issues for
professional accountability in practice.




Expected Learning Outcomes:

At the end of this module, students will be able to:

Knowledge and Understanding:
1. Critically analyse basic moral and legal issues in the context of health and social

justice.
Discriminate between key ethical theories and apply in health scenarios

2.

3. Provide an argument for action using a legal/ethical perspective.

4. Critically evaluate legal and ethical implications of working with professional
accountability in a case led scenario

Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes:

e Articulate substantiated opinion and formulate arguments.

e Demonstrate competence in understanding as transferable to the workplace.

e Use information and literature competently to support decision-making.

Assessment:

1. Essay (50%) Select one topic from a given list and explore the legal and/or ethical
issues in relation to healthcare practice, to be submitted as a written referenced

account

2. Oral Assessment (50%) Present a verbal overview of key legal and/ or ethical issues
in relation to your chosen topic.

Assessment | Learning | Type of assessment Weighting | Duration (if | Word count
number Outcomes exam) (or
to be met equivalent if
appropriate
1 1,4 Essay 50% 2,000
2 2,3 Presentation 50% 10 mins

Learning and Teaching Strategies:
Lectures, group work, debates, directed study. Online forums and Moodle access




Syllabus outline:

Frequently referred to ethical theories such as deontology (principles), utilitarianism and
virtue ethics. Contemporary approaches to social justice and public health such as
egalitarianism, meritocracy and the capabilities approach. Historical context of the English
Legal system statutory and common law, Professional accountability and legal obligations
and responsibilities for example: Consent, confidentiality, duty of care and governance.
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